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Indeed, every link in the food supply chain
from the farm to the shelf plays a valuable role
in delivering a safe product to consumers, and
| believe each link requires flexibility in order
to continue to provide high-quality, competi-
tively priced goods to American consumers. A
dutiful producer should expect unwarranted
government intrusion no more than a con-
sumer should expect their next meal will make
them sick.

The detrimental consequences of an overly
onerous federal government and bureaucratic
red-tape must be carefully weighed against
the need for regulation to ensure safe foods.
That being said, H.R. 2749 does attempt to
find a balance. As a result, the bill has earned
the support of a wide range of stakeholders
from farm groups to distributors.

Madam Speaker, while | stress the impor-
tance of continued work to improve the bill, |
support its passage and urge my colleagues
to do the same.

———

EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. TRENT FRANKS

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 31, 2009

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker,
pursuant to the Republican Leadership stand-
ards on budget requests, | am submitting the
following information regarding budget des-
ignations | received as part of H.R. 3326: FY
2010 Defense Appropriations Bill.

(1) Recipient: Robertson Aviation

Budget Designation: $3,000,000

This designation funds the procurement of
internal 200 gallon A-kits and B-kits for instal-
lation on UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters oper-
ated by the Army National Guard. The Internal
Auxiliary Fuel Tank System is a crashworthy,
ballistically self-sealing, single-point pressure
refuelable internal auxiliary fuel system that
has been developed and fielded to H-60 heli-
copters operated by the U.S. Army Special
Operations, the U.S. Navy, U.S. Air Force
Combat Search and Rescue, and certain units
of the U.S. Army National Guard. Having this
system installed on an H-60 helicopter saves
lives by reducing the risk of post crash fires by
using military standard crashworthy self seal-
ing bladders integrated into rugged aluminum
honeycomb fiberglass outer containers. The
resulting system provides ballistic protection
for aircrews operating in hostile environments
and crashworthy protection for all operations.

(2) Recipient: Southwest Gas Corporation

Budget Designation: $3,000,000

This funding request is for a Gas Engine
Heat Pump (GEDAC) demonstration. GEDAC
provides essential peak electric and winter gas
load reduction. GEDACs not only provide in-
creased energy efficiency, reduced peak elec-
tricity demand, costs savings to the U.S. mili-
tary, resource reductions (water), and reduc-
tion of greenhouse gas emissions, it also di-
versifies energy sources and provides the
foundation for grid independence in electricity
production. This type of energy independence
is invaluable to a military installation, or other
facility of national interest, that has to continue
to function in the event of a national emer-
gency.

(3) Proposed Recipient: USAF, Air Edu-
cation and Training Command
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Budget Designation: $1,500,000

This funding request is for Air Education &
Training Command (AETC) aircraft range up-
grades, specifically Barry M. Goldwater Range
(BMGR) improvement projects. Air Education
and Training Command ranges have an un-
funded requirement for enhancements to bring
them more in line with the operational capabili-
ties of the F-35. The Barry M. Goldwater
Range has an identified unfunded requirement
to secure a sensor training area and new in-
strumented target area as well as two ground
moving target sets to conduct real world train-
ing which mirrors Global War on Terror re-
quirements. Acquisition of ground moving tar-
gets, and development of a sensor training
area/instrumented target area within the Barry
M. Goldwater Tactical Range addresses the
operational requirements which F—16 and fu-
ture pilots (F-35) will face in defeating urban
and moving targets with high precision.

(4) Proposed Recipient: Advanced Ceramics

Budget Designation: $2,000,000

This funding request supports efforts at the
U.S. Army Battle Command Battle laboratory
at Ft. Huachuca to aggressively pursue experi-
mental deployment efforts and spiral develop-
ment of sensor and micro-transponder tech-
nologies using the Silver Fox and Manta un-
manned aerial systems (UAS). Silver Fox and
Manta systems’ uniquely compact size and
stealth technology coupled with the use of ad-
vanced sensors and transponders enable
them to detect, track, and isolate the smallest
enemy movements, including the emplace-
ment of improvised explosive devices (IEDs)—
the enemy’s weapon of choice against our
troops in Iraq and Afghanistan.

——
RECOGNIZING THE EXTRAOR-
DINARY SERVICE OF THE

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD
AND THE “JERSEY BOYS OF THE
USCGC MUNRO”

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 31, 2009

Mr. ROTHMAN of New Jersy. Madam
Speaker, | rise today in recognition of the
United States Coast Guard, and the dedicated
service men and women who provide invalu-
able service to our country. | would especially
like to recognize Lieutenant Junior Grade Paul
Windt of Paramus, Lieutenant Junior Grade
Lee Crusius of Hackensack, Boatswain’s Mate
3rd Class Daniel McGrath of West Milford, and
Electronics Technician 2nd Class Lorin Fisher
of Jersey City, whose efforts during a heroic
rescue on March 28, 2008 saved the lives of
42 fishermen in the Alaskan Sea. These 4
brave crew members of the Coast Guard Cut-
ter Munro, who go by the name ‘The Jersey
Boys of the USCGC Munro,” are New Jersey
natives and deserve recognition and com-
mendation for their brave and selfless actions
that day.

Following in the Coast Guard’s rich tradition
of service to the American people, these
young men, away from their homes and fami-
lies on Easter morning of 2008, were called to
action to rescue the crew of a sinking ship.
They battled minus 24-degree weather and a
pitching sea which threatened to throw them
overboard, while transporting the freezing

July 31, 2009

crew of the sinking ship aboard the Munro.
Thanks to the heroics of these brave men, 42
of the 47 fishermen aboard the sinking ship
survived that frigid morning in March 2008.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
with me today in commending the thousands
of Americans who serve and have served in
the United States Coast Guard. They are a
great credit to our country.

GENERAL SUPPORT OF VETERAN
BILLS FOR WEEK OF JULY 27

HON. MAXINE WATERS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 31, 2009

Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, | rise in
strong support for the veterans’ bills consid-
ered on the floor this week. | am very pleased
that we have reached a point where we can
begin to address the many institutional prob-
lems our returning soldiers endure under the
Department of Veteran Affairs. While some of
these issues can be attributed to administra-
tive deficiencies, many of the department’s
problems can be helped by increased federal
support. These brave men and women de-
serve our support as they risk their lives in
combat. This support should be reflected in
appropriate legislative action to ease the bur-
dens they confront upon returning home.
While many of us in Congress may disagree
on our military strategy and presence in Iraq
and Afghanistan, we can all agree that our re-
turning veterans deserve far more than what
they have received upon returning home from
combat.

Although the Bush Administration initiated
the wars in Iraqg and Afghanistan, it failed to
provide for critical veterans’ health care bene-
fits and programs that would have helped to
reorient our returning troops into society. How-
ever, under a new administration and as evi-
denced by the bills considered this week, Con-
gress is working diligently to introduce and
pass critical legislation that will provide our
veterans with long overdue support and effi-
cient access to medical resources. Therefore,
| am pleased to support all of the veterans’
bills on the floor this week, and | commend my
colleagues in Congress for their commitment
to our nation’s troops.

A New York Times report published last fall
reported that the nation’s newest veterans,
particularly the wounded, are paying an ex-
ceptionally high price for their service to our
country. According to various veterans’ advo-
cacy groups, the combination of injury and un-
employment coupled with the long VA dis-
ability claims process has forced many vet-
erans into foreclosure and other financial hard-
ships. Thus, the legislation on the floor this
week will provide for beneficial assistance
through federal appropriations, employment
and housing resources, and improved vet-
erans’ medical insurance programs.

H.R. 3219, the Veterans’ Insurance and
Health Care Improvements Act of 2009 will ex-
pand veterans’ insurance and provide much
needed healthcare improvements. Additionally,
this measure establishes permanent VA au-
thority to provide hospital care, medical serv-
ices, and nursing home care to Vietnam-era
herbicide-exposed veterans and Persian Gulf
War veterans who have insufficient medical




